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REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

For  the  Year  1920. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Hurst  Urban  District  Council. 


May , 1921. 


Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
Health  and  Sanitation  of  the  District,  together  with 
statistics  of  the  Births  and  Deaths  and  the  incidence  of 
Disease. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


RICHARD  PRICE. 
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HURST  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Area  and  Population. 

The  area  of  the  Hurst  Urban  District  is  638  acres.  Population  at 
the  census  of  1911,  7,858.  Population  for  the  year  1920,  as  estimated  by 
the  Registrar  General,  8,063. 

Physical  Features  and  General  Character 
of  the  District. 

Hurst  is  bounded  on  the  north,  east  and  west  by  the  Rural 
District  of  Limehurst,  and  that  part  of  the  district  is  mainly  rural 
in  character.  On  the  south  the  district  adjoins  the  Borough  of 
Ashton-under-Lyne,  and  that  part  is  urban  in  character. 

The  surface  rises  rapidly  from  its  lowest  part,  Water  Street 
(south),  about  400ft.  O.D.,  to  its  highest  at  Moss  de  Lee  (east), 
about  600ft.  O.D. 

The  main  industries  are  those  of  cotton  spinning  and 


manufacturing. 
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Amount  of  Poor  I. aw  Relief  in  the  District  during 

THE  YEAR. 


Men 

Women  Children  Total 

Hospital  

11 

9 

5 

25 

Institution  

11  ... 

11 

6 .. 

28 

Out  Door  Relief  

15  ... 

65 

30  .. 

110 

38 

85 

41 

163 

Cost  of  Out-door  Relief : — £526  15s.  8d. 

Vital  Statistics. 

Per  1,000  of  Population. 

Birth  Rate  Death  Rate 

Epidemic 
Death  Rate 

Phthisis  Rate  of  Deaths  under 

Death  Rate  1 year  to  1,000  Births 

1920.  225 

102 

074 

062 

82 

1919.  190 

132 

038 

0-90 

58 

Mean  of  10  years 

• 

1910-1919.  222 

16-3 

1-40 

122 

120 

Increase  or 
decease  in  1920  , o.x 

on  previous  year 

-30 

+ 0-36 

-0-28 

+ 24 

Ten  years’  j-0’3 

average  ‘ u ° 

— 67 

-0-66 

-0-60 

-38 

Births  registered 

..Males  107 

.Females  75  

Total  182. 

Deaths  registered  

33 

.Females  50 

Total  83. 

The  illegitimate  births  registered  were  1 male  and  2 females. 
There  was  no  death  registered  of  an  illegitimate  infant  under  1 
year  of  age. 

The  number  of  infants  who  died  under  one  year  of  age  was  15, 
10  males  and  5 females  ; 5 died  within  the  first  week  and  10  within  the 
first  three  months  of  life.  Prematurity  at  Birth  and  Congenital  Debility 
was  the  cause  of  death  in  4 cases.  Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  was  the 
cause  of  death  in  3 cases. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  caused  by  the  principal  Zymotic  Diseases 
was  6,  equalling  an  annual  rate  of  074,  and  representing  7*2  per  cent,  of 
the  total  deaths  from  all  causes. 
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The  annexed  Table  shows  the  diseases  to  which  these  deaths  were 
attributed,  and  the  months  in  which  they  occurred. 


Water*  Supply. 

The  Water  supply  is  derived  from  the  extensive  reservoirs 
under  the  control  of  the  Ashton-under-Lyne,  Stalybridge  and 
Dukinfield  [(District)  Waterworks  Joint  Committee.  Of  the  various 
undertakings  in  connection  with  these  waterworks  the  Hurst 
Urban  District  Council  are  proprietors  to>  the  extent  of  about 
one-fifteenth  part,  and  are  represented  on  the  Joint  Committee 
by  one  member. 

The  water  is  collected  from  upland  gathering  grounds,  treated 
with  aluminoTerric  and  filtered.  Samples  are  taken  regularly  and 
examined  chemically,  bacteriologically  and  for  plumbo-solvent 
action  by  Professor  Delepine  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
Manchester. 

The  supply  is  constant.  No  case  of  lead  poisoning  has  come 
under  my  notice  during  the  year. 
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Pollution  of  Rivers  and  Streams. 

No  sewage  finds  its  way  into  the  streams,  and  all  effluent  from 
mills,  workshops,  &c.  is  directed  into  the  sewers. 


Drainage  and  Sewage. 

Every  house  is  drained,  generally  by  means  of  a yard  drain, 
and  all  houses  are  disconnected  from  the  sewers  by  syphon  taps. 
The  whole  of  the  district  is  efficiently  drained  by  means  of  pipe 
sewers,  varying  from  9m.  to  18m.  in  diameter,  and  egg-shaped 
brick  sewers,  36m.  by  24m.  These  are  well  ventilated  oy  man- 
holes and  lamp-holes,  and  when  necessary  are  flushed  with  water 
from  water-carts.  Owing  to’  the  nature  of  the  ground  the  sewers 
have  extremely  good  falls  and  ultimately  discharge  into  the  main 
sewers  of  the  Borough  of  Ashton-under-Lyne.  At  the  Ashton- 
under-Lyne  Sewage  Disposal  Works  the  sewage  is  first  strained, 
then  treated  with  ai  chemical  precipitant,  and  afterwaids'  passes 
through  primary  and  secondary  contact  beds  or  through  peicolating 
filters.  The  effluent  passes  through  a humus  tank  before  discharge 
into  the  river.  The  sludge  taken  from  the  tanks  is  tieated  with 
lime  and  pressed  to  form  sludge  cake,  which  is  deposited  on 
the  land. 


Closet  Accommodation. 

Number  of  Closets  attached  to  Privy  Middens— at  Houses. 

„ —at  Schools 

,,  >)  >>  ” ” 

„ Pail  Closets  

,,  Fresh  Water  Closets  

Waste  Water  Closets  


18 

12 

1 

328 

1801 


During  the  year  19  Privy  Closets  were  conveited  to  Waste 
Water  Closets;  4 Privy  Closets  were  converted  to  Fresh  Water  Closets  ; 
4 Pail  Closets  were  converted  to  Fresh  Water  Closets. 
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Scavenging. 

House  refuse  is  removed  by  the  Council’s  workmen  and 
deposited  on  tips  at  Ladbrooke  Road  and  Holebottom. 

The  Privy  Middens  are  emptied  in  the  early  hours  of  the  morning. 

During  the  year  moveable  ashtins  have  been  provided  for  sixteen 
houses,  to  replace  fixed  receptacles. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  District. 

The  Inspector  of  Nuisances  is  the  officer  designated  by  the 
Local  Authority  to  undertake  the  special  inspection  of  houses  and 
to  keep  the  records  stipulated  by  Articles  II.  and  III.  of  the 
Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910. 


SURVEYOR’S  REPORT. 


House  Inspection. 

House  to  house  inspection  is  carried  out  regularly  throughout 
the  year,  and  a record  is  kept. 

Reports  are  made  monthly  to  the  Council  of  any  overcrowding, 
uncleanliness  or  other  defects.  When  any  nuisances  have  been 
found  notices  were  served  to  abate  same,  which  were  complied  with. 

Very  satisfactory  results  are  obtained  by  a regular  system 
of  house  inspection.  Houses  are  kept  clean  and  overcrowding 
is  checked.  In  cases  where  nuisances  have  existed  there  has 
been  very  little  difficulty  in  getting  the  same  remedied. 

During  the  year  there  have  been  363  houses  visited 
and  inspected. 

Inspectors  Report. 

Action  taken  in  1919  under  the  Housing  Acts: — 

I otal  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  the  purposes  of  the  Housing  Ac<-s  363 
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Number  of  dwelling-houses  specially  inspected 

under  Sec.  17  of  the  Act  of  1909  None. 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  considered  unfit  for 

human  habitation  None. 

Number  of  representations  to'  Authority  with 

a view  to  making  Closing  Orders  None. 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  None. 


Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  without  making  Closing  Orders 
(under  Sec.  15)  

Number  of  dwelling-houses  put  into  a fit  state 


after  making  Closing  Orders  None. 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  None. 


General  character  of  defects  found  to  exist... Overcrowding, 

uncleanliness  and  general  disrepair. 

In  41  cases  informal  notice  of  nuisance  was  sent  to  various 
tenants  and  owners,  with  the  result  that  the  nuisances  were  abated. 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  district.  No 
offensive  trades  are  carried  on  in  the  district. 

Smoke  Nuisances. 

Smoke  observations  have  been  taken  regularly  each  month 
during  the  year  at  the  mills  and  workshops,  and  in  cases  where 
smoke  of  an  objectional  character  has  been  emitted  the  owner’s 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  matter.  A record  of  the  obser- 
vances is  kept  for  reference,  and  reports  of  same  are  made  to 
the  Council  monthly.  It  is  found  that  regular  attention  to  above 
has  the  effect  of  reducing  the  emission  of  offensive  smoke  from 
the  mills  and  workshop  chimneys.  I he  following  is  a list  of 
the  observances  for  the  year : — 


Table  showing  the  different  kinds  of  Smoke  emitted  at 

EACH  PLACE. 
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The  Nightsoil  Department  is  attended  to  regularly  by  the 
Council’s  workmen,  and  the  work  is  carried  out  satisfactorily. 


The  following  is  a table  of  the  work  done  in  this  department: — 


N umber 

Number 

of 

Number 

of  Loads 

Cost  including 

Ashpits 

of 

of 

Team  Labour 

1920. 

Emptied 

Houses 

Ashes 

£ s.  d. 

January  

1652 

1830 

218 

56  1 6 

February  

2164 

2870 

241 

65  15  0 

March  

1812 

2200 

216 

62  12  6 

April 

1703 

2180 

203 

57  12  3 

May 

2201 

3080 

230 

65  16  0 

June 

1777 

2170 

175 

56  1 1 

July 

2030 

2770 

223 

64  12  1 

August 

1260 

1680 

138 

57  16  9 

September 

2049 

2530 

203 

66  3 0 

October 

1938 

2380 

180 

56  10  10 

November 

1764 

2410 

196 

68  4 1 

December 

2435 

3140 

274 

89  5 2 

... 

Schools. 

The  water  supply  at  all  the  Public  Elementary  Schools  is 
good,  and  the  same  may  be  said  of  the  sanitary  conditions,  with 
the  exception  of  the  closet  accommodation  at  Hurst  British 
Schools,  although  this  has  been  improved. 

The  medical  inspection  of  school  children  is  carried  out  by 
the  County  Council. 

FOOD-W  Milk  Supply. 

There  are  five  farms  with  cowsheds  and  dairies  and  six 
milkshops  in  the  district.  These  are  visited  every  two  months 
and  ’the  condition  found  reported  upon  to1  the  Council.  Generally 
the  farms  are  kept  in  a very  clean  condition. 
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The  “Model”  Cowshed  Regulations  have  been  adopted  by 
the  Council,  and  we  endeavour  to  bring  the  farm  premises  in  the 
district  up  to  this  standard.  Samples  of  milk  are  taken  periodically 
by  the  police. 

(a)  Milk  (Mothers  and  Children)  Order*  1919. 

At  the  School  for  Mothers  milk  is  supplied,  in  necessitous 
cases,  to-  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  to  infants  and  children 
under  five  years  of  age.  The  Council  has  made  arrangements  for  the 
continuance  of  the  supply  of  milk  at  the  School,  and  has  drawn  up  a 
scale  of  income  so  as  to  determine  which  are  necessitous  cases. 

(b)  Meat. 

1 he  slaughter-houses  are  all  visited  and  thoroughly  inspected  every 
two  months,  but  in  addition  to  these  regular  visits,  unexpected  calls  are 
frequently  made.  The  slaughter-houses  are  in  good  condition,  and 
generally,  are  found  clean  and  satisfactory. 

There  is  no  public  abattoir  in  the  district. 

One  carcase  was  condemned  for  tuberculosis  and  taken  to  the  des- 
tructor in  the  area  of  a neighbouring  authority  for  disposal 

Slaughter-Houses. 

In  1914  In  July,  1920  In  Dec.,  1920 

Registered 6 6 6 

Licensed  6 6 6 

Total 6 6 6 

(c)  Other*  Foods. 

There  are  fifteen  bakehouses  in  the  district,  all  above  the  ground 
level.  'They  are  visited  every  two  months,  and  occasional  inspections 
made  in  the  intervals.  1 he  condition  in  which  they  are  found  is  reported 
on  to  the  Council.  They  are  kept  as  a rule  very  clean. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Cases  of  infectious  diseases  and  the  months  in  which  they  occurred 
were  as  follows 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED. 


X 

o 

P 

CD 

> 

D 

fp 

• rH 

m 

ct 

CD 

t> 

CD 

Cp 

p 

D) 

> 

D 

fp 

"cS 

s 

d 

p 

0 

-p 

c3 

a 

0 

D 

£ 

s 

% 

5 

0 

Tuberculosis 
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January  

1 

4 

1 

2 

8 

February 

3 

1 

1 

5 

March 

2 

2 

1 

5 

April  

1 

2 

1 

1 

5 

May  

1 

1 

1 

3 

J une  

3 

1 

1 

5 

J uly 

1 

1 

2 

August 

3 

1 

4 

September  

1 

2 

3 

October  ...  

2 

1 

3 

November  

7 

2 

1 

1 

11 

December  

2 

1 

1 

4 

Total  ...  

... 

1 

30 

5 

3 

.. 

1 

-• 

3 

2 

9 

4 

58 

26  cases  in  25  houses  in  West  Ward.  32  cases  in  28  houses  in  East  Ward. 


SMALL-POX. 

No  cases  of  this  disease  occurred  during  the  year.  No 
vaccinations  Were  performed  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
under  the  Public  Health  (Smallpox  Prevention)  Regulations,  1917. 


DIPHTHERIA. 

Under  the  Diptheria  Anti-toxin  Order,  1910,  16,000  units  have  been 
supplied  free  of  charge  in  necessitous  cases.  In  one  case  a swab  was  taken 
and  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Manchester,  for  examination, 
and  found  to  give  a positive  re-action. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

Pulmonary,  9 cases  ; 5 deaths.  Non-pulmonary,  4 cases  ; 1 death. 

Cases  of  this  disease  seem  to  be  more  promptly  notified,  and  there 
aie  not  as  many  deaths  registered  as  occurring  from  tuberculosis  within  a 
short  period  after  notification,  as  in  previous  years. 

PNEUMONIA 

2 cases  notified  ; 5 deaths. 

MALARIA. 

3 cases  were  notified,  all  having  been  contracted  abroad. 
DYSENTARY. 

No  cases  reported. 

TRENCH  FEVER. 

No  cases  reported. 

INFLUENZA. 

I here  has  been  no  serious  epidemic  during  the  year,  and  no  deaths 
registered  as  due  to  this  disease. 

The  School  Attendance  Officer  reports  each  week  the  number  of 
children  absent  from  the  schools,  and  the  ailments  causing  the  non- 
attendance. 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  are  isolated  in  their  own  homes.  The 
houses  are  visited  and  reported  on  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  supplies 
disinfectants,  and  at  the  end  of  the  illness  the  houses  are  disinfected  by 
means  of  sulphur  fumigation. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

4 he  School  for  Mothers  at  the  Primitive  Methodist  Sunday 
School,  Ormonde  Street,  is  managed  by  a Joint  Committee  com- 
posed of  members  of  the  Council  and  representatives  of  the 
School  for  Motheis.  Meeting's  are  held  each  Wednesday  at 
4 p.m.  I he  -Health  Visitor,  with  the  assistance  of  voluntary 
workers,  weighs  the  babies  and  a record  is  kept  of  their  weight. 
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Infant  consultations  are  held.  Your  Medical  Officer  examines 
the  babies  and  gives  advice  with  regard  to  those  who  are  not 
making  satisfactory  progress  or  are  found  to*  be  suffering  from 
minor  ailments. 

Expectant  mothers  are  interviewed  by  the  Medical  Officer. 
Health  talks  to'  nursing  and  expectant  mothers  are  given  each 
week  by  the  Health  Visitor. 

Classes  are  held  and  instruction  given  on  the  making,  re- 
making and  knitting  of  suitable  infant  garments. 

Milk  and  Virol  are  supplied  at  cost  price  in  certain  cases 
and  free  in  necessitous  cases.  The  Committee  has  drawn  up  a 
scale  of  income  so  as  to-  determine  which  are  necessitous  cases. 

Record  of  Attendance  at  School  for  Mothers. 

Mothers.  Children.  Expectant  Mothers. 

147  131  27 

Total  attendance. . .1562  873 

Notification  of  Births. 

Number  of  Live  Births  notified  184 

Number  of  Still  Births  notified  11 

Total  195 

Number  notified  by  Midwives 182 

,,  ,,  Doctors  12 

,,  ,,  Parents  1 

There  were  no  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  notified  during  the 
year,  but  a resident  of  this  district  was  registered  as  having  died  from 
puerperal  septicaemia,  at  the  Lake  Hospital,  Ashton-under-Lyne. 

One  case  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  was  notified  and  visited  by  the 
Health  Visitor.  It  was  of  a mild  type  and  recovered  without  permanent 
injury  to  either  eye. 
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Health  Visitors’  Report. 

First  visits  to  newly-born  Infants  179 

Total  visits  to-  Infants  under  1 year  1224 

Total  visits  tO'  Children  1 to  5 years  1868 

AH  newly-born  infants  are  visited  after  the  tenth  day,  or  as 
soon  as  the  Doctor  or  Nurse  has  ceased  attending.  Advice  is  given 
as  to  the  method  of  bathing  and  dressing  the  infant. 

Expectant  mothers  are  visited  as  soon  at  the  Health  Visitor 
gets  to  know.  If  the  mother  has  consulted  her  doctor  or  nurse 
the  Health  Visitor  helps  to  carry  out  instructions.  If  the  mother 
has  not  seen  or  engaged  her  nurse  or  doctor  the  Health  Visitor 
advises  her  to  do  so  as  early  as  possible,  and  invites  her  to  come 
to  the  consultations  at  the  School  for  Mothers. 

Sanitary  Administration. 

The  Inspector  of  Nuisances  is  the  Inspector  of  Houses  under 

the  Blousing  Acts,  1890  to  1919,  and  is  also  in  charge  of  the 
scavenging. 

There  is  ample  accomodation  for  the  treatment  of  Small-pox 
cases  at  the  Small-pox  Hospital  belonging  to*  the  Ashton-under- 
Lyne  and  District  Joint  Hospital  Board,  to<  which  body  the  Hurst 
Urban  District  Council  send  one  representative. 

Hospital  accommodation  for  infectious  diseases  other  than 
Small-pox  can  be  obtained  by  arrangemnt  with  the  Borough  of 
Ashton-under-Lyne,  if  beds  are  available  in  their  Hospital.  It 
would  be  more  satisfactory  if  there  were  a joint  hospital  such 
as  is  provided  for  cases  of  Small-pox. 

The  following  Adoptive  Acts  and  Regulations  are  in  force:— 

The  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. 

The  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907. 

Regulations  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops 
Order,  1885. 
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Chemical  land  bacteriological  examinations  are  made  at  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory,  Manchester. 

During  the  year  one  swab  from  a case  of  diptheria  was  examined, 
and  the  result  was  a positive  re-action. 

Usually  examinations  of  material  for  the  detection  of  tubercle  bacilli 
are  carried  out  at  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  at  Ashton-under-Lyne. 

Housing. 

(I)  General  Housing  Conditions. 

(1)  The  majority  of  the  houses  are  of  the  artizan  type;  2 up  and  2 
down.  Some  of  the’smaller  houses  are  old,  and  while  not  being  unfit  for 
human  habitation,  they  do  not  satisfy  modern  requirements. 

There  are  2,021  houses  in  the  district,  of  these — 


1.79  are 

let  at 

a weekly  rent  not  exceeding 

3/- 

492 

5 5 

,,  above  3/-  but  not  exceeding 

4/- 

723 

55 

,,  above  4/-  ., 

5/- 

227 

55 

,,  above  5/-  ,, 

6/3 

403  are  let  at  a rental  exceeding  £16  per  annum. 

These  rents  are  now  increased  in  accordance  with  Rents  and  Rates 

Restrictions  Act. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  type'  of  houses: — 

There  are  30  houses  with  2 rooms. 

„ 70  „ 3 „ 

„ 1257  „ 4 „ 

,,  667  ,,  5 or  more  rooms. 

(2)  Owing  to  the  war  building  operations  have  been  at  a standstill 
for  several  years,  which  makes  house  accommodation  for  the  working 
classes  rather  scarce. 

There  is  an  estimated  deficiency  of  housing  accommodation 
for  sixty  families. 
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A Housing  Committee  has  been  appointed  by  the  Council, 
and  has  given  very  careful  consideration  to  various  suggestions  for  dealing 
with  the  difficult  question  of  house  shortage. 

Oak  Fold,  Smallshaw,  was  decided  on  as  the  most  suitable  site  for  a 
Housing  Scheme,  and  the  council  have  purchased  10  acres  of  land  there. 
A.  lay-out  plan  of  120  houses  of  various  types  has  been  prepared  and 
approved  by  the  Commissioners. 

Approximate  estimates  of  the  roads  and  sewers  of  the  site  have  been 
submitted  and  approved,  and  tenders  for  cost  of  same  have  been  received 
by  the  Council.  When  the  tender  for  the  work  has  been  decided  by  the 
Council,  it  will  be  submitted  to  the  Commissioners  for  their  approval. 

This  work  could  be  proceeded  with  during  the  Summer  months, 
providing  no  difficulties  arise. 

It  would  be  possible  to  commence  work  on  a number  of  these  houses 
in  a comparatively  short  time,  as  the  sewer  abutting  one  of  the  main  roads 
is  already  provided. 

(3)  No  great  changes  in  the  population  of  the  district  have  taken 
place  during  the  year,  nor  are  any  anticipated  in  the  near  future,  as  there 
is  at  present  no  indication  of  new  mills  being  built  or  new  works  beincr 
established. 

(II)  Overcrowdimg. 

(1)  On  the  basis  of  two  persons  to  one  room,  there  were  7 cases  of 
overcrowding. 

On  the  basis  of  300  cubic  feet  of  air  space  of  sleeping  accommodation 
per  person,  10  cases  of  overcrowding  were  discovered. 

(2)  The  chief  cause  of  overcrowding  was  the  inability  of  newly- 
married  couples  to  obtain  houses  so  as  to  commence  their  married  life  in 
homes  of  their  own. 
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(3)  It  is  considered  that  the  Housing  Scheme  will  provide  sufficient 
accommodation  for  those  people  who  are  in  lodgings  until  houses  are 
available,  and  also  for  those  who  are  postponing  marriage  until  they  can 
obtain  suitable  houses. 

(III)  Fitness  of  Houses. 

The  general  standard  of  housing  in  the  district  is  fairly  good, 
being  of  the  usual  character  to  be  found  in  industrial  areas,  but  some 
of  the  property  is  old  and  not  satisfying  modern  requirements. 

The  defects  found  are  usually  a consequence  of  age,  such  as  general 
disrepair,  or  due  to  severe  weather  causing  damage  to  roofs,  chimneys, 
gutters,  spouts,  etc. 

1 he  owners  as  a rule  are  ready  to  remedy  defects  when  attention  is 
drawn  to  them. 

(IV)  Unhealthy  Areas. 

1 he  following  are  particulars  of  areas  which  it  is  suggested 
may  have  to  be  dealt  with  in  the  future  as  unhealthy  areas  under 
the  Housing  Act  of  1890: — - 

Approximate 

Area. 

Union  Road,  Water  Street  and  Mount  Street, 

10  houses  with  an  approximate  population  of  50  750  yds. 

Garden  Walks  and  Matley  Street, 

9 houses  with  an  approximate  population  of  45  1400  yds. 

Taylor  Street  and  Back  Taylor  Street, 

7 houses  with  an  approximate  population  of  35  570  yds. 

Carr  Street,  Lower  King  Street  and  Silas  Street, 

11  houses  with  an  approximate  population  of  55  1700  yds. 

Nook  Lane  and  Wellington  Street, 

24  houses  with  an  approximate  population  of  120  2800  yds. 

(T)  By-laivs  relating  to  houses,  to  houses  let  in  lodgings,  and  to 
tents,  vans , sheds,  <kc. 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  district.  By-laws  have 
been  framed. 
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(VI)  General  and  Miscellaneous. 

The  owners  of  the  site  in  Union  Road,  Water  Street  and  Mount  Street 
and  land  adjacent,  are  anxious  that  it  should  be  used  for  industrial  pur- 
poses. A considerable  number  of  old  buildings,  such  as  store-rooms,  a 
bakehouse,  a large  shed  in  a yard  for  storing  old  scrap  iron,  stables,  an 
old  tallow  and  tripe  works,  all  of  which  were  conducive  to  making  the 
site  unhealthy,  have  been  demolished,  and  a new  cotton-waste  factory 
built  on  the  land.  The  owner  is  prepared  to  demolish  the  existing  seven 
houses  abutting  on  Union  Road  and  Mount  Street,  and  extend  the  building 
line  up  to  Union  Road  if  sanction  can  be  obtained.  Also  the  owner  has 
given  permission  to  the  Council  for  a new  street  line  in  Union  Road  when- 
ever the  work  can  be  carried  out,  which  would  be  a great  improvement. 

This  would  disturb  about  35  people,  for  whom  accommodation  would 
have  to  be  found  elsewhere. 

The  houses  in  the  other  areas  can,  without  unreasonable  expenditure, 
be  maintained  for  a time  in  such  a condition  as  to  be  reasonably  fit  for 
habitation. 
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APENDICES. 


Housing  Conditions. 


STATISTICS, 

Year  ended  31st  December,  1920. 


1.— GENERAL. 

(1)  Estimated  population  8063 

(2)  General  death  rate 10'2 

(3)  Death-rate  from  tuberculosis 0-62 

(4)  Infantile  mortality 82 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  of  all  classes 2024 

(6)  Number  of  working-class  dwelling-houses  1621 

(7)  Number  of  new  working-class  houses  erected 0 

2.— UNFIT  DWELLING, HOUSES. 

1.  Inspection. 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) 44 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected  and 

recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 
Regulations,  1910 363 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation 0 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation 61 
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II.  Remedy  of  defects  without  service  of  formal  notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 

of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers...  13 

III.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Section  28  of  the  Housing,  Toivn  Planning, 

&c.  Act,  1919. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs  0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit — - 

(a)  by  owners  0 

(b)  by  Local  Authorities  in  default  of  owners 0 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of  declarations 
by  owners  of  intention  to  close  0 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respsct  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  13 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 

(a)  by  owners  13 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 0 

(c)  I voceedings  under  Sections  17  and  18  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning, 

(be.  Act,  1909 

(1)  Numbet  of  representations  made  with  a view  to  the  making 

of  Closing  Orders  q 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  made 0 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling-houses  having 
been  rendered  fit  q 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made q 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders A 
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3.— UNHEALTHY  AREAS. 

Areas  represented  to  the  Local  Authority  with  a view  to  Improvement 
Schemes  under  (a)  Part  I,  or  (b)  Part  II  of  the  Act  of  1890. 


(1)  Name  of  area Union  Road,  Water  Street  and  Mount  Street. 

(2)  Acreage  750  yards. 


(3)  Number  of  working-class  houses  in  area  10 

(4)  Number  of  working-class  persons  to  be  displaced 50 


(1)  Name  of  area  Garden  Walks  and  Matley  Street. 

(2)  Acreage  1400  yards. 


(3)  Number  of  working-class  houses  in  area  9 

(4)  Number  of  working-class  persons  to  be  displaced.  ...  45 


(1)  Name  of  area  Taylor  Street  and  Back  Taylor  Street. 

(2)  Acreage  570  yards. 


(3)  Number  of  working-class  houses  in  area  7 

(4)  Number  of  working-class  persons  to  be  displaced  ....  35 

(1)  Name  of  area...  Carr  Street,  Lower  King  Street  and  Silas  Street. 

(2)  Acreage  1700  yards. 

(3)  Number  of  working-class  houses  in  area  11 

(4)  Number  of  working-class  persons  to  be  displaced  ....  55 


(1)  Name  of  area  Nook  Lane  and  Wellington  Street. 

(2)  Acreage  2800  yards. 


(3)  Number  of  working-class  houses  in  the  area 24 

(4)  Number  of  working-class  persons  to  be  displaced  ....  120 

Number  of  houses  not  complying  with  the  building  by-laws 
erected  with  consent  of  Local  Authority  under  Section  25 
of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.  Act,  1919 0 

Staff  engaged  on  housing  work  voith,  briefly,  the  duties  of 

each  Officer: — 

Sanitary  Inspector,  acting  as  Surveyor,  and  appointed  to  make  plans 
of  roads  and  sewers. 

Private  Architects  engaged  to  prepare  plans  of  houses. 
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Annual  Report  on  the  administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901 

in  connection  ivith 


FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  LAUNDRIES,  WORKPLACES 

AND  HOMEWORK. 


Premises. 


5 Factories  .. 
38  Workshops 
0 Workplaces 


Inspection. 

Number  op 

Inspections.  Written  Prosecu- 

Notioes.  tions. 

30  0 0 

192  2 0 

o 0 o 


Total 


222 

Defects  Found. 


Particulars, 


Want  of  Cleanliness 
Other  Nuisances  ... 


2 


0 


Number  of  Defects. 
^ _ 


o 
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1 

1 


0 

0 


0 

0 


Registered  Workshops. 

Bakehouses  

Laundry  

Plumber  

Mineral  Water  Manufacturer  

Hat  Manufacturer 

Charcoal  Maker  

Joiner  and  Builder 

Spice  Maker  

India-rubber  Merchant  

Rag-sorting  Works  

Tubular  Band  Works  

Other  Workshops  


15 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

i 

± 

6 


Total 


32 
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There  have  been  58  cases  of  infectious  disease  reported  during  the 
year: — Scarlet  Fever  30,  Diphtheria  5,  Pneumonia 2,  Ophthalmia  1,  Measles 
1,  Erysipelas  3,  Malaria  3,  Tuberculosis  13;  Total  58. 

Houses  affected — 25  in  West  Ward  and  28  in  East  Ward. 

Cases  in  houses— 26  in  West  Ward  and  32  in  East  Ward. 


Infectious  Disease. 

January,  4 Scarlet  Fever,  1 Diphtheria,  1 Measles,  2 Tuberculosis  

February,  3 Scarlet  Fever,  1 Pneumonia,  1 Tuberculosis  

March,  2 Scarlet  Fever,  2 Diphtheria,  1 Ophthalmia  

April,  1 Scarlet  Fever,  1 Pneumonia,  2 Malaria,  1 Tuberculosis  

May,  1 Scarlet  Fever,  1 Erysipelas,  1 Tuberculosis 

June,  3 Scarlet  Fever,  1 Malaria,  1 Tuberculosis 

July,  1 Scarlet  Fever,  1 Tuberculosis  

August,  3 Scarlet  Fever,  1 Tuberculosis 

September,  1 Scarlet  Fever,  2 Tuberculosis  

October,  2 Scarlet  Fever,  1 Tuberculosis  

November,  7 Scarlet  Fever,  2 Diphtheria,  1 Erysipelas,  1 Tuberculosis. 
December,  2 Scarlet  Fever,  1 Tuberculosis  

Total 


8 

5 


5 


3 
5 
2 

4 
3 

3 
11 

4 

58 


The  following  is  a list  of  cases  reported,  giving  situation  of 
premises.  The  premises  in  every  instance  wiere  visited  and 
inspected,  and  where  any  nuisances  were  found  owners  were  notified 
Any  nuisances  thus  reported,  owners  have  been  very  willing  to  abate 
same  as  early  as  possible.  Disinfectants  were  supplied,  and  every  house 
has  been  well  fumigated  and  disinfected. 


Measles 

Jan.  4th. 

Age  5 years. 

383,  Hr.  King  Street 

Scarlet  Fever 

Jan.  7th. 

Age  18  years. 

Sunderland  Avenue 

Diphtheria 

Jan.  13th. 

Age  5 years. 

125,  Queen  Street 

Scarlet  Fever 

Jan.  14th. 

Age  5 years. 

13,  Field  Street 

» > » > 

Jan.  19th. 

Age  12  years. 

!3>  >>  *> 

1 ) M 

Jan.  29th. 

Age  12  years. 

126,  Hope  Street 

26 

Tuberculosis 

Jan.  2nd. 

Age  29  years. 

Spring  Bank 

Cottages 

» > 

jan.  12th. 

Age  9 years. 

Lower  King  Street 

Scarlet  Fever 

Feb.  19th. 

Age  13  years. 

54,  Carlton  Road 

> > > > 

Feb.  19th. 

Age  15  years. 

54>  >»  <1 

»»  >> 

Feb.  19th. 

Age  12  years. 

5,  Kenyon  Street 

Broncho  Pneumonia 

Feb.  20th. 

Age  3 years. 

27,  Nelson  Street 

Tuberculosis 

Feb.  4th. 

Ag 3 35  years. 

1,  Whitworth  Street 

Scarlet  Fever 

Mar.  15th. 

Age  7 years. 

Field  Street 

> » > > 

Mar.  17th. 

Age  24  years. 

54,  Miller  Street 

Diphtheria 

Mar.  23rd. 

Age  6 years. 

158,  Turner  Lane 

Ophthalmia 

Mar.  27th. 

Age  14  days. 

17,  Nelson  Street 

Diphtheria 

Mar.  29th. 

Age  25  years. 

4,  Carlton  Road 

Broncho  Pneumonia 

April  nth. 

Age  ij  years. 

3,  Bk.  Winter  Street 

Malaria 

April  19th. 

Age  38  years. 

46,  Princess  Street 

Scarlet  Fever 

April  20th. 

Age  5 years. 

7,  Pekin  Street 

Malaria 

April  30th. 

Age  34  years. 

8,  Wood  Lane 

Tuberculosis 

April  24th. 

Age  39  years. 

305,  Ladbrooke  Road 

Scarlatina 

May  6th. 

Age  11  years. 

14,  Lr.  King  Street 

Erysipelas 

May  10th. 

Age  46  years. 

313,  Ladbrooke  Road 

Tuberculosis 

May  19th. 

Age  54  years. 

5,  Paradise  Street 

Scarlet  Fever 

June  4th. 

Age  6 years. 

173,  Whiteacre  Road 

n 9 f 

June  4th. 

Age  17  years. 

6,  Evans  Street 

» > > » 

June  7th. 

Age  4 years. 

Cranbourne  Terrace 

Malaria 

June  8th. 

Age  27  years. 

106,  Princess  Street 

Tuberculosis 

June  26th. 

Age  8 years. 

14,  Barber  Street 

Scarlet  Fever 

July  6th. 

Age  8 years. 

Henrietta  Street 

Tuberculosis 

July  24th. 

Age  25  years. 

6,  Grey  Street 

Scarlet  Fever 

Aug.  6th. 

Age  18  years. 

64,  Nook  Lane 

ft  9 ) 

Aug.  12th. 

Age  4 years. 

30,  Princess  Street 

9*  99 

Aug.  30th. 

Age  4 years. 

55,  Elizabeth  Street 

Tuberculosis 

Aug.  27th. 

Age  30  years. 

29,  Diamond  Street 

Scarlet  Fever 

Sept.  30th. 

Age  15  years. 

38,  Miller  Street 
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Tuberculosis 

Sept.  2nd. 

Age  51  years. 

10,  Carr  Street 

i i 

Sept.  27th. 

Age  35  years. 

4,  Diamond  Street 

Scarlet  Fever 

Oct.  27th. 

Age  i|  years. 

71,  Lr.  King  Street 

» ) a 

Oct.  30th. 

Age  4 years. 

27,  Carr  Street 

Tuberculosis 

Oct.  27th. 

Age  67  years. 

5,  Smallshaw  Lane 

Scarlet  Fever 

Nov.  2nd. 

Age  10  years. 

22,  Carlton  Road 

Erysipelas 

Nov.  7th. 

Age  45  years. 

1 19,  Queen  Street 

Diphtheria 

Nov.  7th. 

Age  3 years. 

86,  New  Lees  Street 

Scarlet  Fever 

Nov.  9th. 

Age  7 years. 

5,  Claremont  Street 

Diphtheria 

Nov.  nth. 

Age  2^  years. 

149,  Queen  Street 

Scarlet  Fever 

Nov.  19th. 

Age  41  years. 

66,  Carlton  Road 

> » ») 

Nov.  24th. 

Age  8 years. 

96,  Union  Road 

i i it 

Nov.  27th. 

Age  15  years. 

64,  Nook  Lane 

it  t i 

Nov.  26th. 

Age  33  years. 

5,  Claremont  Street 

i i a 

Nov.  30th. 

Age  6 years. 

2,  Seel  Street 

Tuberculosis 

Nov.  1st. 

Age  8 years. 

19,  Carr  Street 

Erysipelas 

Dec.  13th 

Age  43  years. 

18,  Hope  Street 

Scarlet  Fever 

Dec.  29th. 

Age  5^  years. 

44,  Carlton  Road 

a a 

Dec.  31st. 

Age  11  years. 

29,  Carr  Street 

Tuberculosis 

Dec.  2 1st . 

Age  18  years. 

13,  Hope  Street 

\ 


\ 


